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Friends,

This year has been the most tumultuous in the 24 year history of Shires Housing (formerly RAHC). 
Opposition to the proposed Monument View development was vehement. Opponents lashed out at the
organization and the people we serve in public meetings and in the local newspaper over a period of
months. Anger and frustration was expressed not only by immediate neighbors of the development, but
by people all over town. 

There is certainly much to be frustrated about in Bennington. Drug addiction was featured in a front page
article in the New York Times. Several large employers have closed or moved operations out of state,
leaving long time employees out of work. Beloved stores like Greenberg’s Hardware and O’Malley’s Pet
Store closed. The real estate market is flat, with one and two family homes lingering on the market, 
making it difficult for retirees to sell and move, and potential new home buyers facing credit hurdles and
worried about the risk of owning a home. These frustrations are all very real. People are worried.
They fear economic uncertainty and worry about what will happen when they retire, or when their 
children move out on their own.   

While our opponents did their best to paint this development as more of the same, the work of
Shires Housing is an important part of the solution. A five million dollar construction project will put
local people to work in construction jobs. Twenty four new apartments close to downtown will help 
increase business for local stores. The new development will pay property taxes at a much higher rate
than the current vacant lot, and will contribute to the cost of the Town’s water and sewer infrastructure. 
Shires Housing already moves over $2 million every year through the local economy in Bennington
County. We help seniors to age safely in their homes. We help working families to enjoy quality 
apartments so that they can save to purchase a home. We take over troubled historic buildings 
and give them new life. 

Despite the difficulty we faced this year, what I’ll remember most is the kindness – people I don’t know
stopping me on the street to thank us for our work; business owners quietly expressing support; gratitude
of parents whose children and grandchildren live with us; elders appreciative of enjoying their golden
years in safety and comfort. Opponents have been loud…but supporters have been abundant.
Your individual contribution will allow us to continue the work of building strong communities in
Bennington County. Please support the many elders, disabled, and young families that depend on
Shires. Thank you for your support.

John Broderick
Executive Director

Building A Strong Community

Join us in supporting affordable housing!

Sometimes standing up for the RIGHT thing
is not the EASY thing



More than ever, we need and value your support. PleaSe DONaTe TODaY!

302 South Street, P.O. Box 1247 • Bennington, VT 05201
Phone: 802-442-8139 • Fax 802-442-5125
www.shireshousing.org

Improving
Neighborhoods

Providing Essential
Workforce Housing

Supporting Economic
Development

Stand with us and support 
affordable housing!

Repeating false information over and over does not make it true.
Perhaps the most difficult thing about the controversy over the Monument View Apartments development
is that incorrect, misleading, or simply wrong information that kept being repeated over and over, caused
great confusion over the actual merits of the project.

“…we see this not only as a matter of justice –that all people are entitled to a safe, 
decent place to live—but also as a matter of the health of our community.  

As a Council, we have found that it is the diversity of our backgrounds and traditions
that deeply enriches our life together. Economically-segregated housing 

only serves to divide us. 

When we take the time to get to know our neighbors as people, rather than as 
stereotypes, we find our commonalities and come to appreciate our differences. 
A community that seeks the welfare, dignity, and gifts of all its citizens is a much 

more appealing place to live than one that presents an image while 
“covering up” the reality of our challenges. 

—Signed by 13 members of the local clergy

From the members of the Greater Bennington Interfaith Council:

• This project is fully in accord with the Town Plan & Zoning Regulations
• Supports economic development by providing workforce housing
• Will NOT increase property taxes
• Will NOT overburden the school system
• Will NOT house criminals


